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ACTION 10- 11 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO SS-15 PER-01 SP-02 MMO-01 /041 W 

004501 

R 071256Z JAN 76 

FM AMEMBASSY MANAMA BAHRAIN 
TO SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC 2695 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI UAE 
AMEMBASSY DOHA QATAR 
AMEMBASSY MUSCAT OMAN 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT KUWAIT 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA SAUDI ARABIA 
AMEMBASSY SANA YEMEN 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO UAE 
AMEMBASSY AMMAN JORDAN 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS SYRIA 
AMEMBASSY ALGIERS ALGERIA 
USMISSION USUSN NEW YORK NY 

CONFIDENTIAL MANAMA 014 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS : PFOR, BA 

SUBJECT : US MULTILATERAL DIPLOMACY APPLIED TO ARAB BLOC 

REF : ABU DHABI 0021 

INSOFAR AS BAHRAIN IS CONCERNED, I SUPPORT FULLY AMBASSADOR 
STERNER'S OBSERVATION REFTEL. ALTHOUGH GOB WOULD LIKE 
TO BELIEVE IT HAS CLOSER RELATIONS WITH USG THAN DOES ANY 
OTHER GULF STATE, NOT SINCE IT SHORTLY AFTER INDEPENDENCE 
STUCK ITS NECK OUT FOR US ON UN'S CHINA ISSUE HAS GOB FELT 
ABLE TO STRAY FROM "ARAB BLOC" ON MULTILATERAL ISSUES 
(NOTABLY IN UNGA). OUR URGING GOB SUPPORT FOR US POSITIONS 
IS COURTEOUSLY, EVEN SYMPATHETICALLY, RECEIVED BUT DOES 
NOT SEEM TO BUDGE GOB. IN TRYING TO DETERMINE WHAT EXACTLY 
CONSTITUTES THE "ARAB BLOC" GOB IS OFTEN UNWILLING TO FOLLOW 
THE SAUDI LEAD UNLESS EGYPT ALSO TAKES SAME POSITION AS 
SAUDIS. WHEN EGYPT AND OTHER "PROGRESSIVE" ARABS STATES 
ARE ON THE OTHER SIDE, GOB, LIKE KUWAIT, OFTEN FEELS 
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COMPELLED TO JOIN THEM, NOTWITHSTANDING GOB'S GENERAL 
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DESIRE TO KEEP ON BEST OF TERMS WITH SAUDIS. UNFORTUNATELY 
USG POSITION AND THAT OF "ARAB PROGRESSIVES" SELDOM SEEM TO 
COINCIDE ON MULTILATERAL ISSUES. 

TWINAM 
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